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Jack and Zom went outside
to find Skel. 'Skel, said Jack
kindly. His pumpkin head
glowed brightly. 'When did
you last sleep? Skel counted
on his fingers. Then he ran
out of fingers and started on
his toes. Then he ran out of
toes too. Zom looked glum.
"You must rest, Jack said
firmly. You know what
comes for the ones who will

not sleep!




' do not need sleep, Skel
said boldly. 'What | need
is a big hunt for gold!' He
took his bow. He slung his
arrows over his back. He
marched right out the big
door. Bones ran next to
him with his tail swishing
side to side. 'We will be
back by morning,’ Skel
called out. 'With lots and

lots of loot!



They hunted up the steep,
steep hills. They hunted
past the wide, wide river.
Stars shone so bright and
close above them. Bones's
gut growled loudly. An
even louder growl came
from Skel. 'We will not stop
now, Skel said firmly. 'Not
for lunch. Not for dinner.
Not for a little midnight

snack. We are on a roll!




And what a roll it was! Gold ingots.
A big pile of loot so tall that
Bones could hide behind it. But
Skel could not hold his bow up. It
hung heavy in his hand. His knees
wobbled badly. His eye sockets
drooped way down low. 'I am not
tired,’ Skel said, yawning so wide
his jaw almost fell off. 'I am just..

resting my face for a little bit!



Suddenly, an odd sound came
from above. It was like the
snap of sheets in a big storm. S
Skel looked up slowly into the
night sky. Two green eyes
glowed down at him from the
dark. Bones froze stiff next to
him. A phantom! Phantoms only
come for the ones who will not
sleep. And this phantom was
on the hunt. On the hunt for
Skel!







Clang! Zom smashed his
green sword hard into a
phantom. Thwack! Jack
swung his sharp blade and
sent another phantom flying
into the dark night sky. 'Go!
Jack yelled at Skel. 'Get
inside the house, right now!
For the very first time in his
long life, Skel did exactly

what he was told to do.




Skel set his bow by the
wall. He put his gold safely
in the big chest. He did not
count it. He did not sort it.
He did not even lift the lid
for one quick peek. He sat
down on his soft bed,
pulled the blanket up to his
chin, and smiled softly to
himself. "You know what?
Skel whispered. 'Rest is the
best job of all
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Skel Will Not Sleep
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Skel has a mountain of chores and no time to rest, working briskly through his list until night falls.
When his friends warn him he must sleep, Skel scoffs and marches off in search of treasure instead,
with his loyal dog Bones close behind. But deep in the hills, something with glowing eyes is watching,
and it only hunts those who stay awake. Will Skel make it home before the phantoms catch him?
Created to align with the UFLI Foundations scope and sequence (Lesson 101: -ly), this book practices

words like "oriskly’, "firmly’, 'boldly’, 'suddenly'.

Phonics Focus: @l

badly, boldly, brightly, briskly, exactly, firmly, kindly, loudly, only, quickly,

safely, slowly, softly, suddenly, wildly

Bookbot is not endorsed by or affiliated with UFLI (the University of Florida Literacy Institute) or Jolly Learning Ltd. UFLI Foundations

and Jolly Phonics are trademarks of their respective owners.

Learn to read with confidence

The Bookbot app and its carefully designed decodable books help children
practise the sounds and words they are learning, building strong phonics and
reading skills one step at a time. In the app, children can listen to stories read
aloud, follow highlighted words as they are spoken, and read independently
when they are ready. Together, the decodable books and oral reading support
help develop accuracy, fluency, confidence and a love of reading. Learn more at
www.bookbotkids.com.
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