


Steve stands in

the strong sun.

He tucks the

emerald in his

bag. He longs

for a hot dish.



Villager stands

on the path

with the gang.

Steve longs to

get a snack

from them.



Tap, tap!

Steve pats

Villager on the

back. Villager

hums a long

singsong hum.



Steve lifts the

emerald up.

Villager springs

back fast.

They all yell

and step back.



Steve looks in

a hut, but they

stand stiff and

look mad.

Steve hangs

back.



Ding! Steve

flips up the lid

of the box

and grabs a

snack. He is

glad.



Steve pats the

cat thing, but it

is a rock. Then

he sees Cat. Cat

is stiff and still

and can not

spring up.



Steve steps

back, back, back.

Zing! Cat springs

up and runs fast

from the cursed

emerald.



Steve stands on

the deck. The

emerald hums in

his bag, but Steve

is strong. No!

Steve hangs back

and lets it sit.
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Steve finds a strange emerald that freezes time itself, and every villager seems terrified of
it. He longs for a hot meal after his trade goes horribly wrong, and a frozen cat gives him a
clue about the gem's power. Can Steve figure out what the cursed emerald is really doing
before it happens to him? Created to align with the UFLI Foundations scope and sequence
(Lesson 51: ng /ŋ/), this book practices words like 'strong', 'springs', 'longs', 'ding', 'zing'.

ding, gang, hangs, long, longs, singsong, spring, springs, strong, thing,
zing

Phonics Focus: ng /ŋ/

Learn to read with confidence

The Bookbot app and its carefully designed decodable books help children
practise the sounds and words they are learning, building strong phonics and
reading skills one step at a time. In the app, children can listen to stories read
aloud, follow highlighted words as they are spoken, and read independently
when they are ready. Together, the decodable books and oral reading support
help develop accuracy, fluency, confidence and a love of reading. Learn more at
www.bookbotkids.com.
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